
Pilgrimage of Macau 2016 
Upon arrival, we had a short stay for a delicious lunch in Hotel Royal, and then headed straight for St. 
Lawrence Church, one of the three oldest churches in Macau, among the six churches to be visited in 
this 2-day pilgrimage on 28 and 29 November, 2016. 

St Lawrence Church 

 

This simple Neo-Classical Baroque style church, painted in yellow and white, was built by Jesuit 
before 1560 with further redevelopment in 1860. Originally situated near the southern coastline 
overlooking the sea before reclamation, families of sailors used to gather around the front area of the 
church to pray and wait for the return of their beloved ones. Hence, it was called the “Fung Shun 
Tang” meaning the Hall of Soothing Winds. 

Walking into the church, the sun rays coming through the elegant sacred pictures of the stained-glass 
windows, mingling with the warm light of the delicate chandeliers, gave us a hint of the heavenly 
ambience, and of the heroic acts of St. Lawrence, who fearlessly distributed all the wealth of the 
church to the poor before the deadline of handing over the church’s treasure to the authority as 
ordered by the Prefect of Rome (“Prefect”). Three days after, he gathered all these poor people as the 
church’s only treasure submitted to the authority, and the Prefect, in his great anger, commanded a 



slow and cruel death sentence to St. Lawrence who courageously endured the torture of roasting 
alive, echoing the scripture: ..but, where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more (Rom 5:20). 

A final look at the stature of St. Lawrence in the altar, with his left hand holding the bible and his right 
the gridiron, did remind us of his dedicated devotion and perseverance to live out His words. What an 
amazing lesson we had from St. Lawrence! 

 

St Joseph’s Seminary and Church 

 

Just a few minutes’ walk across the road, we stopped by the staircase of St Joseph’s Seminary and 
Church, a distinctive Baroque style structure of yellow and white facades, with bell tower on both 
sides.  Established in 1728 and finally built in 1758 after 12 years of construction, the old seminary 
together with St Paul College, formed the principal base of missionary work covering China, Japan 
and the region nearby. Its distinguished academic curriculum, like that of a university, had gained itself 
a royal title of “House of the Mission Congregation” as conferred by Portuguese Queen Dona Maria I 
in 1800. 

Inside the church, we could see that there were three altars with the main altar having four spiral 
columns (“Solomonic Column”) well decorated with gold leaves motifs, supporting the half arch 
pediments - giving us a solemn and majestic look. Gazing up the church, it was quite amazing to see a 
beautiful high domed ceiling with three rows of sixteen clerestories (while the lower two rows serving 
as windows or ventilators), and a symbol of Jesuit missionary at the center of the dome.  



 

Of the two side altars, one was dedicated to Our Lady and the other to St. Joseph. Under the stature 
of St. Joseph, we saw the relic of St. Francis Xavier, a piece of bone of his arm - supposed to be 
shipped to Japan but was curbed by the persecution there at that time – in memory of St Francis’ wish 
to go to China while temporarily staying on Shanchuan Island where he got serious sickness and died 
there on 3 December, 1552!  In the end, the relic was settled here for the faithful’s veneration. 

As the seminary was not open to visitors, we went to the museum, a newly refurnished 2-storey 
building next to the church, where we found some historical background about the missionary work 
through video and photos.  To our surprise, we spotted the photos of Cardinal Tong and Father Tsang 
too.  Besides, there were some other beautiful collections such as the statures of the saints, chalice, 
vestment, writing...etc. 

 

The Cathedral of the Nativity of Our Lady 

Due to time constraint, we had to leave this beautiful church and rushed for the check-in at Marriott 
Hotel so as to get to The Cathedral of the Nativity of Our Lady before 6:00 pm for the daily Mass, 
which was joyfully concelebrated by three priests in Portuguese. 



 

Being the Cathedral of the Diocese of Macau, it was first established as a small wooden chapel (with 
compound material made of soil and straw) around 1622, surviving the typhoon in 1836, but had to 
undergo comprehensive repairing works under the design of local architect Tomas d’Aquion until 
1850.  Starting from 1937, the further redevelopment in concrete had made it the current magnificent 
view with the bell tower on each side of the main building characterized by pilasters with a touch of 
Shanghai plaster. The main theme of the Cathedral was highlighted in the sacred picture of Infant Holy 
Mary in the stained-glass window at the uppermost portion of the wall behind the main altar. 



 

After taking pictures before the beautiful altar, we invited the Fathers and Serran Tse of Macau Serra 
Club to join us for the dinner at a Portuguese Restaurant around the corner, wherein we reclined at a 
big rectangular table as a family of Serrans to enjoy the delicate and delicious Portuguese seafood, 
thanks to the generosity of our dedicated Serran Michael Chong, the District Governor of Serra Club of 
Hong Kong.  When we got back to the hotel after the dinner, it was the time for us to take a good rest 
and recollect ourselves for another packed journey tomorrow. 

 

St Lazarus Church 

Early in the morning at 6:45 am, we gathered together at the hotel lobby to start another day of 
pilgrimage with attending a Mass in St. Lazarus Church, used to house and treat the lepers!  Taking a 
breath of the fresh air upon arriving the church, one could really tell how good it was to be at our 
Father’s house again for Holy Communion - with Father Tsang concelebrating the Mass for us. 



 

The church, established in1569 by the first bishop of Macau, Dom Belchoir de Carneio, was once the 
Cathedral, with further renovation work in 1886 and 1967 rendering its existing appearance.  Recently, 
a new organ had been installed at the back of the altar, making it an ideal place for music performance 
because of its high and spacious ceiling. 

 



Our Lady of Sorrows Church 

After having breakfast in Marriott, we went to Our Lady of Sorrows Church - which is quite primitive in 
its triangular structure, permeating a sense of sorrow with unique touching on human weakness and 
suffering, the highly contagious disease of leprosy. For the lepers, the church was their home, where 
they were served and treated but had to be physically isolated from the social community, and even 
their families.  It was exactly in this devastating situation that they found love and hope through the 
services of Salesian Missionary, giving these spiritually desolated lepers faith and hope for the 
ultimate healing of their souls - becoming the people of God. What an exemplary journey of salvation 
through Jesus’ redemptive suffering, manifesting in His people, vividly revealed to us. 

 

The Ruins of St Paul 

After the joyful lunch in Four Seasons Hotel with the joining of Father Tsang and Serrans from Macau, 
we took the coach to The Ruins of St Paul - a very informative journey, as Sister Fung explained 
thoroughly about the meaning of the symbols and characters on each of the five levels of the facade. 

 



The church was built in 1602-1604 but was almost totally consumed in a fire in 1853, leaving the 
current facade. We saw in uppermost level, a dove (surrounded by sun, moon and four stars) in a 
triangular pediment - symbolizing the Trinity and His Creation.  In the second level, Jesus Christ stood 
under the scallop shell (regarding His Baptism) in the center, with those torture tools (like nails, ladder, 
and reed on his left, and the crown of thorns, whip, hammer, on his right) in the adjacent panels, 
together with two angels, (one with the cross, and the other the whipping pole) in the outer panels - 
signifying His Passion. 

 

The third level is larger with Bronze Virgin Mary in the center, under an arch. By her sides, were six 
angels, two praying, two playing music, two swinging incense-burners, and then between the pilasters, 
a tree of life (in Genesis 2:9 regarding the creation before the fall of human nature) by her left, and a 
fountain of life (in John 4:14 as Jesus replied“..the water I shall give will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.") her right. In the outer panels, we saw by her left, the Virgin Mary 
stepping on the seven heads dragon (the devil as described in Genesis 3:15 and in Revelation 12:3), 
and her right, the Virgin (as the Star of the Sea), staying above the ship (as the Church). In further 
outward panels on her right, there was a skeleton lying, pierced with arrows with Chinese writing 
beside saying “Remember the death; sin no more”, while on her left, a devil with woman body was 
shot by two arrows with Chinese writing stating “The devil seduces; man sins”.  In the farthest panel to 
her left, there was a crown pierced by two crossed arrows implying that man counting on power, 
money and worldly matters instead of God would lead to nowhere as the doors of the church below 
were close, whereas to her right, a dove (as Holy Spirit), under which the doors of the church were 
widely open, meaning “the concern of the flesh is death, but the concern of the spirit is life and peace’’ 
(Roman 8:6). 

To live out the spirit of gospel with heroic virtues, here came the four famous saints of Jesuit 
Missionary on the fourth level, from left to right, St. Francis Borgia, St. Ignatius Loyola (founder of 
Society of Jesus), St. Francis Xavier (great missionary), and St. Louigi Gonzaga, expressing the 
urgency of missionary and the possibility of martyrdom in China or Japan. The last level, on the 
ground floor, penetrated by three entrances, firmly supported the whole facade with ten columns! The 
name of Mater Dei (Mother of God) was right on the main entrance, while a Jesuit symbol was on the 
top of the side entrances, with “IHS”, telling us the presence of “Jesus Christ”. 



St Anthony Church 

With a few minutes walk from the facade, we arrived the St Anthony Church, one of three oldest 
churches of Macau (along with the other two, St. Lawrence Church and St. Lazarus Church), also 
known as Fa Vong Tong (Church of Flowers) for its popularity of holding wedding ceremony, 
especially for the Portuguese community. Originally built in 1560 by Jesuits as their earliest 
headquarter, with thatch and bamboo, the church was reconstructed in stone in 1638, dedicating to St 
Anthony, and to St. Andrew Kim, the first Korean saint who studied theologies in Macau.  

 

Though it was a neo-classical baroque structure, it did have an asymmetrical style with only a bell 
tower on its left while having the stature of St Anthony in the niche at the center of the pediment of the 
Church. Passing through the isle, along with the beautiful chandeliers hanging from the roof on both 
sides, one would be curious about approaching eternity amidst an air of simplicity and elegance when 
getting closer to the altar, the holy place of Our Lord. After praying and giving thanks to Our Lord in 
this quiet place, we had to leave it though we loved to stay a bit longer. 

Bearing in mind the tight schedule of ferry at 5:30 pm, and expressing our gratitude to Sister Fung and 
her colleague, as well as the driver for their timely arrangement and professional services, we 
managed to take the jetfoil on time back to Hong Kong – bringing to completion a beautiful spiritual 
journey! 

 

Peter Fung 


